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Congratulations to Easy Street for winning the
Silver medal at the Senior International Quartet
Contest last month!
With a score of 75.1 Easy Street finished less than one
point behind the winners, St Croix Crossing.
Read the story of their journey to the medal on page 3.
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Charlie Nelson wins Barbershopper of the Year
details on page 5
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Anyone ever watch how sausage is
made? Not the prettiest sight in the
world, but the final product is the taste.
The texture and the addition of the right
spices all blended to proper consistency
and then cooked to perfection by a chef,
really more like a cook, for a real ‘Jimmy
Dean’ moment at the breakfast table.
The above process is not dissimilar to our preparation of a
Heralds performance — find some great music, mix in with
some great singers, add money, and blend thoroughly for a
great performance. And yep, Tony is the cook.
I start my report this way because 2018 may be a bellwether year in our history and it has started out as one of the
most difficult to plan as we point our preparation to the
International Convention in Orlando. In International
competition, size matters, not from shear size of the chorus,
but from the number of great singers within that chorus.
We have added some great singers to the Heralds mix. The
entire Atlanta Vocal Project Chorus is joining us for that
competition, plus, we have added some great local singers
to our already excellent Chorus.
The logistics of rehearsing and merging the two Choruses is
a total challenge. Just think about it — Atlanta and Tampa
— and I’m sure you can imagine the issues.
Two great musical arrangements by Clay Hine, “Hard
Hearted Hannah” and “If Ever I Would Leave You,” are in
rehearsal and will be performed in Orlando. Both are challenging and fun songs. Clay is a well-known arranger in the
Barbershop Society and both of his arrangements are well
suited for the Heralds.

One of the ‘spices’ in our mix is outside coaching and we are
adding Erin Howden, an outstanding performance counsel,
and Clay Hine to our already outstanding Music Team with
Tony, Drew Kirkman, and Section Leaders. To deny that
getting better in our performance is easy is naive as we strive
to drastically improve (87.1 to a 90+) by the International
contest. A serious ingredient of all this is money.
Mixing all of the above with dedication from performers will
get us to our best by contest time. That is all we can ask, to
continue to improve. And yes, this is a heck of lot of fun.
Thanks,
Dave

Feb 25
Mar 3
Mar 10
Apr 21
Jun 8
Jul 1– 8
Sep 8
Oct 26-28
Nov 4
Dec 8
Dec 9

2018
Palm Harbor UMC Performance
Valdosta Rehearsal
Spring Convention (sing away the trophy)
Encore ’18 — USF
Full Chorus Retreat — Ocala
International Convention — Orlando
Advent Christian Village Performance
Fall Convention (Prelims)
Anona UMC Performance
Christmas Shows — USF
Christmas Show — New Pinellas County
location (tentative)
(Some dates still to be confirmed)

“When you sing with a group of people, you
learn how to subsume yourself into a group
consciousness because a capella singing is
all about the immersion of the self into the
community. That’s one of the great feelings
- to stop being me for a little while and to
become us. That way lies empathy, the great
social virtue.” - Brian Eno
You are receiving this newsletter because you signed up on our web site or at one of our shows. If you no longer wish to
receive this newsletter, please let us know at dcross@dcross.com.
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Makes the Perfect
Christmas Gift

Steve Loftis
Steve has been a barbershopper for 13 years
and has sung with the Heralds for 2 years.
He has been in several quartets including
District Champs in 1983.

What’s your favorite thing about singing with
the Heralds?
The quality of the singing, desire to improve, and the great
direction and inspiration from Tony.

If you could say one thing to a man who’s thinking
about joining our chorus, what would you tell them?
If you want to improve your singing ability, and to
have a close connection to others with the same
desire; want to entertain people with a quality performance, and enjoy what you are doing virtually all the
time; have great teaching and guidance in our craft,
then, the Heralds is where you want to be!

Easy Street Wins International Silver Medal
by Dave Cross

We were thrilled to win the Silver Medal at the 2018 Senior
International Quartet Contest on January 20 in California.
And then to find out at we were behind the winners by only
.08% - wow! What makes this even more gratifying is the
bumpy road we traveled to get to this point.
Ten days before we were scheduled to leave for California I
was unexpectedly in the hospital after experiencing a weird
feeling in my chest and very high blood pressure. For a
couple of days I wasn’t sure what was happening, and was
unsure whether I’d be able to travel to California the following week for the contest.

time to get our voices – especially mine based on the
evening before – into shape.
After all the uncertainty in the weeks leading up to
the contest we just decided to go out there and just
have fun.

Following the results of a test that showed my heart is great
with no signs of worries, it looked like our trip was on.
Unfortunately it also meant the we had to cancel a scheduled
coaching session with Tony De Rosa. This was the third time
that we had to cancel with Tony due to an illness with one of
our members.
After things turned our okay for me, our Tenor singer got a
terrible sinus infection and once again we worried if we’d be
able to go - or be able to sing. But Paul got gradually better
and we made the trip - with a few less rehearsals and coaching session than we had planned.
The night before the contest we decided to get together and
just do a few quick run-throughs of our contest set. That
turned out to be a bit of a disaster as my voice suddenly was
not cooperating, leaving us all with a feeling of dread. Since
we were going to be the third quartet to sing, that didn’t
leave us a lot of time to prepare. Luckily our bodies were still
on Eastern Time so we were able to wake up early and have

We felt really good about our performance and
agreed that any medal would be a bonus. So when
they announced us as Silver Medalists - 2nd in the
World! - we were (and still are) over the moon!
A huge thank you to our better halves Marlene Cross,
Lulu Hansen, Linda Nelson and Patti Carter for all
their love and support, especially through the last few
weeks of hurdles.
We are lucky, lucky guys
Tampa Herald
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Sing yourself happy and fit!

If you have ever wondered why choral singers look to be on a high, here are some of the reasons. The health benefits
of singing are well documented:
• Singing improves your mood. It releases the same feel-good brain chemicals as sex and chocolate!
• It is very effective as a stress reliever and improves sleep
• Singing releases pain-relieving endorphins, helping you to forget that painful tooth/knee/whatever
• Your posture improves
• Lung capacity increases
• Singing clears sinuses and respiratory tubes
• Your mental alertness improves
• Singing tones your facial and stomach muscles
• It boosts your immune system, helping to fight disease and prolonging life expectancy
• Your confidence increases
And of course the social benefits are important too:
Singing widens your circle of friends. Research led by psychologist Nick Stewart of Bath University indicates that
people who participate in a choir enjoy a greater feeling of togetherness and being part of a collective endeavor than
others involved in different social activities. The
researchers compared three groups of people,
one of which was engaged in choral singing, the
other solo singing, and the third was made up
of members of team sports. A consequence of
this is that choir members reported lower levels
of autonomy than members of team sports or
soloists, but Stewart suggested this may be a
price worth paying, especially in a society where
we are very often focused on our individual lives
rather than broader cooperative goals.

Thanks to our Sponsors
Sponsored in part by
the State of Florida,
Department of State,
Division of Cultural
Affairs and the Florida
Council on Arts and
Culture.

[Far Left] Ed McKenzie receives his Barbershopper of the
Month award for November.
[Left] Shane Scott is recognized for receiving a Man of
Note award for recruiting a new member.
Tampa Herald
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Installation Banquet 2018
On Sunday February 11th the Tampa Chapter held its annual Installation Banquet where
the Board was officially installed and awards were presented for 2017. Our host for the
evening, Chuck Steiner, wore several hats as MC, Sunshine District President and representative of the Barbershop Harmony Society Board.
The evening featured a pick-up quartet “contest”,
with names drawn out of a hat and about a minute
to prepare a song.

Awards were presented for the past year:

Charlie Nelson presented the Music Vice-President’s
award to Lead Section Leaders Alex Kuen, Christian
Espinoza and Andy Schrader (presented the following
Monday).

Dave Roberts presented the President’s
Award to Matt Crisostomo
Tony De Rosa presented the Director’s
Award to Ed McKenzie

Congratulations to all the
award recipients!

2016 Barbershopper of the Year Danny Wunderlin
presented the 2017 Barbershopper of the Year to
Charlie Nelson.

Tampa Herald
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Visiting/Joining the Chorus
Booking the Chorus
Public Relations
Make a Contribution
Corporate Sponsorships
Newsletter Submissions
General Inquiries

Mike Cross
813-956-0377
Dave Roberts
813-546-8953
Steve Matheson
813-254-9115
Bill Glasgow		
Paul Stiles
813-624-2600
Dave Cross
813-220-2904
Dave Roberts
813-546-8953

mikecross3516@gmail.com
daver1103@aol.com
smatheson@bkwmc.com
hoht@tampabay.rr.com
paulstiles@verizon.net
dcross@dcross.com
daver1103@aol.com

Current news about shows, guest nights and more can always be found at heraldsofharmony.org and our Facebook page:
facebook.com/tampahoh/

PRESIDENTIAL
“Friends of the Heralds” (FOH) is a fund-raising program
that is an important part of the Heralds yearly operating
budget. Our mission is to preserve and further develop
a cappella singing through musical excellence. FOH was
established to help sustain Heralds of Harmony financial
needs as we increase the number of singers on the risers
and continue to improve our musical performance.
We are a non-profit organization supported by our performance ticket sales, dues and grants. Under the direction of
Tony De Rosa, we will continue to offer the best musical
and entertainment experience for our audience. In 2015,
we placed in the top ten worldwide at the International
Chorus Competition of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
In 2017, the Chorus competed at the International level in
Las Vegas and received our highest score ever to date, and
then followed that up with qualifying for the 2018 International Contest with a new level of high score.
The Heralds are poised to continue this significant growth
and progression. FOH allows members, Alumni, as well as
our friends, family and barbershop fans, to assist us on our
musical journey and support our financial needs. If you
would like to help in our endeavor with a tax-deductible
contribution, please contact Dave Roberts at daver1103@
aol.com, 813-546-8953.
If you wish to write a check, please send to: Heralds of Harmony; Treasurer - Bill Glasgow; P. O. Box 274076; Tampa,
Florida 33688-4076.
We wish to thank the donors listed on this page for their
generous contributions in 2017.

$1,000 AND UP
Larry & Roxanne Clapp
Tony & Jodi De Rosa
Terry & Emily Garvin
Richard Murbach
Marty & Barbara Port
Dave & Dianne Roberts
Howland S. Russell, Jr.
Paul & Jenny Stiles		
Mike & Jan Sobolewski
John & Kim Santamaria
UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company Matching Funds

PLATINUM
$500 TO $999
Ralph & Chris Brown
Bill & Carolyn Glasgow

GOLD
$250 TO $499
Dave & Marlene Cross
Brett Cleveland
Drs. Gregory Garvin & Donna Garvin
Marty Jahnel
Joseph Kane
Ray & Pam Scalise
Bob Tucker
Mark Tuttle
Lou & Carol Wurmnest
Bruce Yeager Jr

SILVER

$100 TO $249

Anonymous
Alexander Boltenko
Dan & Marcia Deignan
John Doramus
William Fowler
Donald Long
Steve & Sheri Matheson
Douglas McDonald
R.E. & T.M. Schweiger
Bill Weatherford
William Wunderlin

BRONZE
UP TO $99

Guest
Kelly Kelly
Flora D. McClain

James D. Leone
Bill Kustes
Louis & Sharon Markee

Tampa Herald
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Back Street 4

Aaron Stratton
Joseph De Rosa
Brock Stratton
Tony De Rosa
Contact: Tony De Rosa
advocals@me.com

Easy Street
Paul Carter
Dave Cross
Bryan Hevel
Charlie Nelson

easystquartet.com

The Flexible Four

Chuck Steiner, Ralph Brown, Steve
Matheson, and Russ Powell
Contact: Steve Matheson
(813) 963-3517 (H)
(813) 254-9115 (W)
http://flexiblefour.com

Main Street

Mike McGee
Myron Whittlesey
Tony De Rosa
Roger Ross
Mike McGee the5thwhl@gmail.com
www.MainStreetQT.com

2017 International Quartet Champions

You Bet!

Alex Kuen
Danny Wunderlin
Mike Cross
Matt Crisostomo
facebook.com/youbetquartet

TBQ

Ed McKenzie
Dean Sellers
Frank Bovino
Joe Kane

SongDaddy

Marty Port
Chris Barthauer
Steve Cragg
Russ Powell
http://songdaddy.weebly.com

If you could say one thing to a man who’s thinking about joining our chorus, what would you tell them?
You absolutely should now rather than later! We take in
members from all walks of life and have them share in
this wonderful hobby of ours.
— Andrew Wheeler,
yearChapter
Barbershopper
To have8 your
quartet photo appear here, send
your information to Dave Cross, dcross@dcross.com

That they would be joining a top-notch chorus with the
best bunch of guys they’ve ever met, and they would be
singing for the best director in Tony De Rosa.
— Kyle Candelaria, 3 year Barbershopper
Tampa Herald
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Alexander Boltenko..... Feb 18
John Plotts..................... Feb 18
Max Burton................... Feb 22
Dick Murbach............... Feb 23

Joe McCarthy................ Feb 27
Ed McKenzie................. Feb 27
Nick Schwob.................. Feb 28
Bob Thames.................. Mar 15

Anniversaries
Kasey/Danny Wunderlin........... Feb 17
Barbara/Jeremy Reynolds........... Mar 1
Alexis/Mike Cross........................ Mar 3

Julie/Al Kelly.......................Mar 6
Jodi/Tony De Rosa..........Mar 12

Early Bird Deadline for International Tickets.................. February 28
Rehearsal in Valdosta..................................................................March 3
Spring Show.................................................................................April 21
Chorus Retreat........................................................................ June 8 - 10
International Contest.................................................................July 1 - 8

Bob Slaney is from Toronto. In 1980, he sang with the Scarborough Dukes of Harmony and has
an International Chorus Champion gold medal.
John Alexander has performed in several plays, including musicals
Tampa Herald
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Tampa Chapter 2018 Officers
and Board of Directors

PRESIDENT
Dave Roberts
daver1103@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS

The March Board Meeting is scheduled for March 13, 2018, at 7 p.m.
Minutes to Board Meetings are available to all members on the ‘Members
Section’ of the website. Board Meetings are typically held online and open
to all members. If you are interested in attending, you can obtain the link
and sign-in information from Dave Roberts: daver1103@aol.com

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
John Santamaria
john@thesantamariafamily.com
TREASURER
Bill Glasgow
hoht@tampabay.rr.com

SECTION LEADERS & GO-TO GUYS
Tenor Section Leader:

Matt Crisostomo

musicbringslife2013@outlook.com

SECRETARY
Ralph Brown
rbbrown@tampabay.rr.com
VICE PRESIDENT - MUSIC & PERFORMANCE
Charlie Nelson
ccnandlfn@gmail.com

Lead Section Leaders:

VICE PRESIDENT - EVENTS & CHORUS MANAGER
Chuck Steiner, III
AL13champs@aol.com
VICE PRESIDENT - CHAPTER DEVELOPMENT
Mike Cross
mike@dcross.com

Andy Schrader

andrew@schradermusic.com

Christian Espinoza

christian.espinoza84@gmail.com

Alex Kuen

alexander.kuen@gmail.com

Charlie Nelson

ccnandlfn@gmail.com

Ralph Brown

rbbrown@tampabay.rr.com

Ed McKenzie

serendipity91@gmail.com

Chuck Steiner

AL13champs@aol.com

Ralph Brown

rbbrown@tampabay.rr.com

Drew Kirkman

jaketenor@yahoo.com

VICE PRESIDENT - MARKETING & PR
Steve Matheson
smatheson@bkwmc.com
VICE PRESIDENT - FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Paul Stiles
paulstiles@verizon.net

Baritone Section Leaders:

BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE (‘16)
Dave Cross
dcross@dcross.com
BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE (‘17)
Danny Wunderlin
dwunderlin88@gmail.com

Bass Section Leaders:

BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE (‘18)
Ed McKenzie
serendipity91@gmail.com

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Tony De Rosa
advocals@me.com

Performance:

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
Drew Kirkman • Jaketenor@yahoo.com

Visual Team Assistants: Dave Cross, Danny Wunderlin, Paul Stiles

Tampa Herald
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Need HoH information or assistance re:
Rehearsal Videos:

Danny Wunderlin

dwunderlin88@gmail.com

727-459-8245

Music Librarian & FINALE
Music Software:

Ed McKenzie

serendipity91@gmail.com

727-505-2095

Uniform Coordinator:

Matt Crisostomo

musicbringslife2013@outlook.com

727-259-3058

Website Content:

Dave Roberts

daver1103@aol.com

813-546-8953

Newsletter Editor:

Dave Cross

dcross@dcross.com

813-220-2904

Existing Member Info:

Ralph Brown

rbbrown@tampabay.rr.com

Here’s a simple way to financially support the Heralds of Harmony, at no cost to you! If you shop on amazon.com
you can sign up for the amazonsmile program, and designate the Heralds as your charity of choice. Then anytime you
make a purchase on amazon, they make a donation to us! No cost to you, and a donation to us: win win!
To sign up, visit https://smile.amazon.com/ and sign in to your amazon account.
Then you’ll be asked to
choose the charity you want
to support: unfortunately you
can’t search for Heralds of
Harmony as we are under the
name of our Society. But you
can easily find us by entering
“59-6173078” in the search
field.
Hit the Select button and
from now on any amazon
purchase you make will help
the Heralds.
Thanks in advance!!
Tampa Herald
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