IN THIS ISSUE

MARCH 2018 Volume 73 • Issue 3
Tharen Debold receives the Barbershopper of the Month for January,
awarded for his great efforts in helping to organize and record the joint
rehearsal in Valdosta.
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What a great show at the Palm Harbor
United Methodist Church, a great joint
rehearsal in Valdosta, a super contest
performance in Orlando (87.3% score),
and our own Tony De Rosa was named
as the Sunshine District Barbershopper
of The Year. How do you top that?
The first comment I heard from the Palm Harbor contact
was “Wow!” Mark Dean is their Worship and Arts Director and was expecting a good show but he didn’t expect
the level of quality singing that we delivered. There will be
a return to their church in the future. That performance
was followed by an exhausting but satisfying rehearsal in
Valdosta with our “Tampa North” AVP folks that was just
rehearsal perfection. What a super day!
Our contest performance in Orlando confirmed that we
are on a path of continued improvement (87.3%) and
what else can we ask of our Music Team, our members/
singers, and our Board. It’s hard work but worth it.
Mr. De Rosa was named District Barbershopper of The
Year. For a little history on this, he was submitted as a
candidate a couple of times in the past five years and was
passed over for the award. We decided to submit Tony’s
name again. Charlie Nelson was asked to write the written
submission (see page 5). And, he did his usual outstanding job. Really nice work Charlie, thank you. And Tony
got a long-overdue District recognition. Thrilling stuff.

good options for storage. If you have any suggestions as to
potential rehearsal space in the Temple Terrace area, we’d
welcome your input.
Well, that’s about it. I’m sure like you, I’m tired; but, still
loving what we do.
Thanks,
Dave Roberts

2018
Apr 21
May 5
Jun 8
Jul 1– 8
Sep 8
Oct 26-28
Nov 4
Dec 8
Dec 9

Encore ’18 — USF
Valdosta Rehearsal
Full Chorus Retreat — Ocala
International Convention — Orlando
Advent Christian Village Performance
Fall Convention (Prelims)
Anona UMC Performance
Christmas Shows — USF
Christmas Show — New Pinellas County
location (tentative)
(Some dates still to be confirmed)

We have been looking at a couple of options for finding a
new rehearsal hall. I think the final decision will have to
do with what we can afford for a venue and the storage
of risers. Riser storage is a deal breaker and there are no

One of the many interesting things about the Heralds
is the large number of Father and Sons in the chorus.
In this photo taken at the recent rehearsal in Valdosta
you can see the 10 Father and Son combinations.
You are receiving this newsletter because you signed up on our web site or at one of our shows. If you no longer wish to
receive this newsletter, please let us know at dcross@dcross.com.
Tampa Herald
2

Makes the Perfect
Christmas Gift

Joshua Fowler
Joshua has been a barbershopper for 4
years and has sung with the Heralds for 8
months. He has sung in school choir since
6th grade and Barbershop since 2014 and
will be going to college in the Fall.

“I’m tone deaf.” “I can’t sing.”

It’s usually accompanied by a smile or laugh, but the message is both clear and absolute. And wrong.
Lorna MacDonald is Professor of Voice Studies and Vocal
Pedagogy at the University of Toronto, and she puts it even
more strongly. It’s a widely-held misconception that most
people cannot sing. “That’s a blatant lie.”
Of all creative endeavours, singing is perhaps the most
poorly understood. To the chagrin of vocal teachers everywhere, singing is the one pursuit where you will be told, you
can’t sing, so don’t bother. Parents will readily pony up the
resources for acting lessons, or soccer, but when it comes to
the ability to sing, many people are still under the impression that it’s something magical – you either have it, or you
don’t.
A study of undergrads at Queen’s University, found that
about 17 percent reported themselves as being tone deaf.
It’s such a common fallacy in our society that it has led to a
world of singers — the small minority — and non-singers —
the vast majority. But is that really based in reality? Science
— and those vocal teachers — say no.

What’s your favorite thing about singing with the Heralds?
The chorus wide desire and drive for constant improvement
If you could say one thing to a man who’s thinking
about joining our chorus, what would you tell them?
Heralds rehearsal is the highlight of my week and is
the most fun singing I’ve ever done

Sean Hutchings is the Director of Research at Toronto’s Royal Conservatory of Music. His lab looks into
how music affects the mind, and how the mind affects
music, in essence. He calls singing a “structured coordination of vocal muscles” at its most basic level. “Just
like any type of muscular activity, it’s amenable to practice. We know that practicing motor control can help.
You can certainly learn to be better.” As he points out,
speaking is already a form of muscle control. So, why is
it that our society has put singing into such a rarefied
category?
“Part of the reason that there has been a source of
anxiety over singing is inadequate music education.”
He points out that in older generations, in particular,
the sole emphasis was on performance. When school
children who couldn’t naturally hit the right notes,
rather than training them, they would simply be told to
mouth the words, and not sing at all. “There’s no better
way to make sure someone is bad at something than to
tell them they can’t do it.”
Read the entire story at Think You Can’t Sing? Science
Doesn’t Believe You.

Thanks to our Sponsors
Sponsored in part by
the State of Florida,
Department of State,
Division of Cultural
Affairs and the Florida
Council on Arts and
Culture.

A huge thank you to the two quartets who traveled throughout
the Bay area delivering Singing Valentines!
And to Alex Boltenko who coordinated everything.
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Our third joint rehearsal in Valdosta GA was held on March 3rd, and it was a great success. There were 85 men in attendance and the unit sound being created was amazing! Everyone is looking forward to July!

Sunshine District Contest Weekend
On the weekend of March 9 -11 the Sunshine District held
its Spring Convention and Competitions and as usual, the
Heralds played a big role. On Friday night the Quartet contest
was held, with Easy Street singing as the Mic Testers and TBQ
competing in the Senior Contest. Saturday saw the chorus
contest with the Heralds competing for score only (as the outgoing District Champions Tampa was ineligible to compete).
As reported elsewhere the chorus received its highest score
ever, 87.3%.

Board Chuck Steiner is the District President, Nick
Schwob is the Immediate Past President, Arne Helbig
is the Executive Vice President, Brian Wunderin is Secretary, and Howdy Russell is a Board member at Large.
Nick Schwob is also the VP of Events, Steve Cregg is
the VP of Youth in Harmony and the VP of Education
is Matt Crisostomo.
The Convention Committee (that runs the actual weekend event) includes VP of Events Nick Schwob, Stage
Manager Bryan Hevel and District Property Manager
Danny Wunderlin. Paul Carter was also working backstage and helping with set up and take down.
The Heralds are very proud of the commitment of
these men to not only the Tampa Chapter but also the
Sunshine District.

Sammy Cregg helping to raise money for Youth
in Harmony by selling raffle tickets
Following the contest the Heralds sang 3 songs as outgoing
Chorus Champions, and received a standing ovation from the
audience.
Also on Saturday, Tony De Rosa was honored with the Sunshine District Barbershopper of the Year (see page 5 for the
information provided in his nomination).
It is important to note that the influence of the Tampa Chapter
goes far beyond the contest stage. On the Sunshine District

For the remainder of March the Amazon Smile program will triple the donation rate of the first purchase
you make. It’s a simple way to make a donation to the
Heralds without costing you anything!
Full details on how to take part in the Amazon Smile
program and donate to the Heralds can be found on
page 11. We thank you for your support!
Tampa Herald
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Tony De Rosa Named 2017 Sunshine District Barbershopper of the Year
Here is the essay portion of the nomination that lead to Tony being named as the recipient.
Tony De Rosa IS the face of the Sunshine District to the
rest of the barbershop-ping world. In our hobby, Tony’s
legendary status as the most decorated barbershop singer
in history is an amazing tribute to his continuing contributions to the Sunshine District. He’s instantly recognizable to nearly every barbershopper in the world as a
Sunshine District performer and competitor and NEVER fails to give credit to the support received from the Sunshine
District. He continues to be a
true ambassador for the Sunshine
District in his many roles as competitor, director, master musician,
coach and mentor. His four gold
medals, with Sunshine District
Quartets: Main Street, Platinum
and Keepsake are a testament to
his talents as a singer...plus as the
lead in Main Street and the 2017
Gold Medal Quartet, he was a top
5 competitor for 5 of the last six
years! His record of achievement
is unmatched!
Tony is much more than a competitor.
As a Chorus Director, he led the
Herald of Harmony to 9 straight International competitions in 1994-2002, and has returned the Heralds to even
loftier heights in his current engagement (2012 to the
present) having led them to their highest International
qualifying score in their history in 2017. He also directs
the current 3rd place Sweet Adelines Chorus (Tampa) The Toast of Tampa, and was previously a Director for
the Jacksonville Big-O chorus from 1997 - 2016. He
also directed the 2017 District Past Champion Quartets
Chorus, and was the AIC International Chorus Director
in 2014, 2016, and 2017.
Tony is a much sought after vocal coach and clinician for
quartets and choruses around the world. He’s taken personal interest in helping other Sunshine District quartets
to excel and represent the district. Tony volunteered his
considerable coaching skills to two notable Sunshine
District quartets: Signature (2017 International Quartet
Silver Medalists) and Easy Street (2018 Senior International Quartet Silver Medalists.) He’s a master performer and is nearly always seen on the Sunshine District

stage as a performer with one of his quartets...including
his newest quartet: Backstreet 4, with his son Joseph
De Rosa! Tony also earned the prestigious Master 700
Director designation with SAI in 2017. He helped coach
both Vocal Majority and Master of Harmony to the 1 - 2
finish in the 2017 International Chorus Competition. In
addition, as a music support technician he created learning materials for 2017 International
Chorus Medalist quartet, Throwback and 11th place International
Quartet and “mic tester” --Rooftop
Records, providing further testimony for his support of Sunshine
District competitors.
Tony has been a role model and
mentor to many youth in the District. He’s been an HX Facilitator
for 10 Plus Years, and served as
male music clinician in 2017. He
also volunteered his time to coach
a new young quartet, in Tampa
- You Bet - to a 4th place finish in
the 2017 District Competition. He
also volunteered as coach to work
with Debbie Cleveland’s Gaither
High School Chorus who received a
Superior Rating and was voted “Audience Favorite” at the
2018 Midwinter in Costa Mesa, CA.
As an entertainer, Tony’s innovations with Main Street,
in particular have seen his contributions to the image
of the Sunshine District soar. His concept development
and videos of “These Will Be the Good Old Days, Twenty Years from Now” has generated over 2.6 MILLION
views of Main Street! Tony was also instrumental in
experimenting, in Sunshine District, with chorus combinations to bring more singers to the International
competition experience. In 2016, the combination of
Tampa with Jacksonville resulted in a 9th place finish in
the International Chorus Competition. Tampa is currently competing in combination with the Atlanta Vocal
Project, under the Heralds of Harmony and Sunshine
District banner.
Tony is highly deserving of the Sunshine District Barbershopper of the Year because of his decades of service as
THE consummate master of our craft that is known, and
loved, by barbershoppers everywhere.
Tampa Herald
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We are proud to announce our annual show: Encore ‘18

SPECIAL GUESTS: BOARDWALK

Come and see the Heralds of Harmony with Special Guests
Boardwalk and the Gaither High School Show Chorus. The
shows will be held on April 21st at the wonderful USF School
of Music Concert Hall, with shows at 3pm and 7pm.
SPECIAL GUESTS: GAITHER HIGH SCHOOL SHOW CHORUS

Tampa’s very own Gaither High School “Hurricane of Harmony”
Show Chorus, under the direction of Debbie Cleveland; SUPERIOR
(highest possible) rating, and voted audience favorites at the 2018
BHS Midwinter Convention!
Also appearing on the show:
Easy Street, 2018 International
Senior Quartet Silver Medalists.
As always, the show will feature the favorite songs that you’ve
come to love, along with new tunes that we’ve added to our
repertoire. If you haven’t been to one of our shows in a few years
you are in for a treat: the Heralds are singing better than ever
and we have stepped up our choreography to a new level too!
General Seating is $25. Preferred Seating with Pre-show is $40.

Boardwalk, an unconventional quartet by any
standard, is dedicated to creating energetic
comedic performances that fuse costumes from
the roaring 20’s, 4-part harmony, and a unique
selection of string instruments. They like to call
this new genre of music “Barber-Folk” and it’s
the inspiration of many of their musical heroes
of days gone by.
This is not your traditional Barbershop quartet.

STUDENT PRICING AVAILABLE BY
PHONE ONLY (18 and under)

To order by phone, please call
(813) 530-5224
Tampa Herald
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Visiting/Joining the Chorus
Booking the Chorus
Public Relations
Make a Contribution
Corporate Sponsorships
Newsletter Submissions
General Inquiries

Mike Cross
813-956-0377
Dave Roberts
813-546-8953
Steve Matheson
813-254-9115
Bill Glasgow		
Paul Stiles
813-624-2600
Dave Cross
813-220-2904
Dave Roberts
813-546-8953

mikecross3516@gmail.com
daver1103@aol.com
smatheson@bkwmc.com
hoht@tampabay.rr.com
paulstiles@verizon.net
dcross@dcross.com
daver1103@aol.com

Current news about shows, guest nights and more can always be found at heraldsofharmony.org and our Facebook page:
facebook.com/tampahoh/

PRESIDENTIAL
“Friends of the Heralds” (FOH) is a fund-raising program
that is an important part of the Heralds yearly operating
budget. Our mission is to preserve and further develop
a cappella singing through musical excellence. FOH was
established to help sustain Heralds of Harmony financial
needs as we increase the number of singers on the risers
and continue to improve our musical performance.
We are a non-profit organization supported by our performance ticket sales, dues and grants. Under the direction of
Tony De Rosa, we will continue to offer the best musical
and entertainment experience for our audience. In 2015,
we placed in the top ten worldwide at the International
Chorus Competition of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
In 2017, the Chorus competed at the International level in
Las Vegas and received our highest score ever to date, and
then followed that up with qualifying for the 2018 International Contest with a new level of high score.
The Heralds are poised to continue this significant growth
and progression. FOH allows members, Alumni, as well as
our friends, family and barbershop fans, to assist us on our
musical journey and support our financial needs. If you
would like to help in our endeavor with a tax-deductible
contribution, please contact Dave Roberts at daver1103@
aol.com, 813-546-8953.
If you wish to write a check, please send to: Heralds of Harmony; Treasurer - Bill Glasgow; P. O. Box 274076; Tampa,
Florida 33688-4076.
We wish to thank the donors listed on this page for their
generous contributions in 2017.

$1,000 AND UP
Larry & Roxanne Clapp
Tony & Jodi De Rosa
Terry & Emily Garvin
Richard Murbach
Marty & Barbara Port
Dave & Dianne Roberts
Howland S. Russell, Jr.
Paul & Jenny Stiles		
Mike & Jan Sobolewski
John & Kim Santamaria
UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company Matching Funds

PLATINUM
$500 TO $999
Ralph & Chris Brown
Bill & Carolyn Glasgow

GOLD
$250 TO $499
Dave & Marlene Cross
Brett Cleveland
Drs. Gregory Garvin & Donna Garvin
Marty Jahnel
Joseph Kane
Ray & Pam Scalise
Bob Tucker
Mark Tuttle
Lou & Carol Wurmnest
Bruce Yeager Jr

SILVER

$100 TO $249

Anonymous
Alexander Boltenko
Dan & Marcia Deignan
John Doramus
William Fowler
Donald Long
Steve & Sheri Matheson
Douglas McDonald
R.E. & T.M. Schweiger
Bill Weatherford
William Wunderlin

BRONZE
UP TO $99

Guest
Kelly Kelly
Flora D. McClain

James D. Leone
Bill Kustes
Louis & Sharon Markee

Tampa Herald
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Back Street 4

Aaron Stratton
Joseph De Rosa
Brock Stratton
Tony De Rosa
Contact: Tony De Rosa
advocals@me.com

Easy Street
Paul Carter
Dave Cross
Bryan Hevel
Charlie Nelson

easystquartet.com

The Flexible Four

Chuck Steiner, Ralph Brown, Steve
Matheson, and Russ Powell
Contact: Steve Matheson
(813) 963-3517 (H)
(813) 254-9115 (W)
http://flexiblefour.com

Main Street

Mike McGee
Myron Whittlesey
Tony De Rosa
Roger Ross
Mike McGee the5thwhl@gmail.com
www.MainStreetQT.com

2017 International Quartet Champions

You Bet!

Alex Kuen
Danny Wunderlin
Mike Cross
Matt Crisostomo
facebook.com/youbetquartet

TBQ

Ed McKenzie
Dean Sellers
Frank Bovino
Joe Kane

SongDaddy

Marty Port
Chris Barthauer
Steve Cragg
Russ Powell
http://songdaddy.weebly.com

If you could say one thing to a man who’s thinking about joining our chorus, what would you tell them?
You’ll learn more about singing in one rehearsal session
than you have your entire life.
— John Strain, 5 year Barbershopper
To have your Chapter quartet photo appear here, send
your information to Dave Cross, dcross@dcross.com

You’ll never get an opportunity to grow as a singer/performer any better than this. AND, you get to hang out
with a bunch of really great guys!
— Tim Brooks, 36 year Barbershopper
Tampa Herald
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Dave Jacobs.................. Mar 18
Dan Deignan................ Mar 22
Lynn Hineman............. Mar 22

Tim Reynolds............... Mar 24
Carlos Grevstad........... Mar 31
Paul Stiles.......................Apr 15

Anniversaries
Bobbie/Nick Schwob.................... Apr 1

Gayle/Doug McDonald.....Apr 5

Spring Show.................................................................................April 21
Rehearsal in Valdosta..................................................................... May 5
Chorus Retreat........................................................................ June 8 - 10
International Contest.................................................................July 1 - 8

Tim Brooks is part of a very small team that is in charge of all production for BHS International and Mid-Winter
Shane Scott once coached a college basketball game and won (Florida College)
Bill Packard was a member of the country-rock group “Atlanta,” toured from 1983-1987,
with three Top Ten hits and two gold albums (up to 9-part vocals!).
Tampa Herald
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Tampa Chapter 2018 Officers
and Board of Directors

PRESIDENT
Dave Roberts
daver1103@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS

The March Board Meeting is scheduled for March 13, 2018, at 7 p.m.
Minutes to Board Meetings are available to all members on the ‘Members
Section’ of the website. Board Meetings are typically held online and open
to all members. If you are interested in attending, you can obtain the link
and sign-in information from Dave Roberts: daver1103@aol.com

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
John Santamaria
john@thesantamariafamily.com
TREASURER
Bill Glasgow
hoht@tampabay.rr.com

SECTION LEADERS & GO-TO GUYS
Tenor Section Leader:

Matt Crisostomo

musicbringslife2013@outlook.com

SECRETARY
Ralph Brown
rbbrown@tampabay.rr.com
VICE PRESIDENT - MUSIC & PERFORMANCE
Charlie Nelson
ccnandlfn@gmail.com

Lead Section Leaders:

VICE PRESIDENT - EVENTS & CHORUS MANAGER
Chuck Steiner, III
AL13champs@aol.com
VICE PRESIDENT - CHAPTER DEVELOPMENT
Mike Cross
mike@dcross.com

Andy Schrader

andrew@schradermusic.com

Christian Espinoza

christian.espinoza84@gmail.com

Alex Kuen

alexander.kuen@gmail.com

Charlie Nelson

ccnandlfn@gmail.com

Ralph Brown

rbbrown@tampabay.rr.com

Ed McKenzie

serendipity91@gmail.com

Chuck Steiner

AL13champs@aol.com

Ralph Brown

rbbrown@tampabay.rr.com

Drew Kirkman

jaketenor@yahoo.com

VICE PRESIDENT - MARKETING & PR
Steve Matheson
smatheson@bkwmc.com
VICE PRESIDENT - FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Paul Stiles
paulstiles@verizon.net

Baritone Section Leaders:

BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE (‘16)
Dave Cross
dcross@dcross.com
BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE (‘17)
Danny Wunderlin
dwunderlin88@gmail.com

Bass Section Leaders:

BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE (‘18)
Ed McKenzie
serendipity91@gmail.com

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Tony De Rosa
advocals@me.com

Performance:

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
Drew Kirkman • Jaketenor@yahoo.com

Visual Team Assistants: Dave Cross, Danny Wunderlin, Paul Stiles

Tampa Herald
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Need HoH information or assistance re:
Rehearsal Videos:

Danny Wunderlin

dwunderlin88@gmail.com

727-459-8245

Music Librarian & FINALE
Music Software:

Ed McKenzie

serendipity91@gmail.com

727-505-2095

Uniform Coordinator:

Matt Crisostomo

musicbringslife2013@outlook.com

727-259-3058

Website Content:

Dave Roberts

daver1103@aol.com

813-546-8953

Newsletter Editor:

Dave Cross

dcross@dcross.com

813-220-2904

Existing Member Info:

Ralph Brown

rbbrown@tampabay.rr.com

Here’s a simple way to financially support the Heralds of Harmony, at no cost to you! If you shop on amazon.com
you can sign up for the amazonsmile program, and designate the Heralds as your charity of choice. Then anytime you
make a purchase on amazon, they make a donation to us! No cost to you, and a donation to us: win win!
To sign up, visit https://smile.amazon.com/ and sign in to your amazon account.
Then you’ll be asked to
choose the charity you want
to support: unfortunately you
can’t search for Heralds of
Harmony as we are under the
name of our Society. But you
can easily find us by entering
“59-6173078” in the search
field.
Hit the Select button and
from now on any amazon
purchase you make will help
the Heralds.
Thanks in advance!!
Tampa Herald
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