
Tampa Herald 1

IN THIS ISSUE
From the President .................................2
Bourbon Brothers win! ..........................2
Friends of the Heralds Campaign ......3
Christmas Show Ticket Info ..................4
Making Contact ........................................5
Chapter Quartets .....................................6
Members Section ....................................7

The Heralds of Harmony
is a non-profit 501 (c) (3) corporation

and receives regular public funding through 
grants from The Florida Division of Cultural 

Affairs,  Walmart; as well as employee match-
ing programs at Verizon and Honeywell, and 
is sponsored in part by the State of Florida, 

Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs 
and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture.

© Heralds of Harmony, 2019
No reproduction without written consent

NOVEMBER 2019    Volume 74 • Issue 11

Come visit us any Monday at 7pm
TPepin’s Hospitality Centre

4121 N 50th St, Tampa, FL 33610

Tickets now available: see page 4
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You are receiving this newsletter because you signed up on our web site or at one of our shows. If you no longer wish to 
receive this newsletter, please let us know at dcross@dcross.com.

Over the last two months, the Heralds 
were able to share our music with a 
couple of very appreciative audiences. 
As performers, it’s a great feeling to hear 
the applause and see the smiling faces 
after delivering a great performance. 
This Thanksgiving, we are thankful for 

the opportunity to give the gift of music, and also for our 
chorus culture of striving for musical excellence under the 
guidance and tutelage of our awesome Director, Tony D. 

Our final show for this year will be the December 8 
Christmas show at Lake Magdalene United Methodist 
Church. As the chorus focuses on our holiday repertoire, 
and as we continue to work to improve our singing and 
performance skills in preparation for the show, we are 
also looking ahead to next year. This month the Board of 
Directors will conduct a planning session for 2020 and 
beyond. Each Director will be asked for input regarding 
plans and objectives to support our mission of continu-
ous improvement in music and membership. We will also 
review and discuss activities, performance opportunities, 
and funding. 

Speaking of funding – the “Friends of the Heralds” pro-
gram is well underway, with donations from Chapter 
members, alumni, and patrons. Your confidence in our 

organization and continued financial support is greatly 
appreciated.

Planning is also underway for what we hope to be the “event 
of the year” in 2020 – the Herald’s 75th Anniversary cele-
bration weekend. Be sure to Save the Date and mark your 
calendar for May 29 – 30. Look for more details soon!

Hope you have a very Happy Thanksgiving!

Ralph Brown

2019
Dec 8 Christmas Show — Lake Magdalene United 
 Methodist Church

2020
Jan 20 Awards and Installation banquet
Feb 14 Singing Valentines
Mar 13 - 15 SUN Spring convention – District chorus contest
May 29 - 31 Tampa chapter 75th anniversary
June 28 Lake Magdalene UMC performance
Oct 23-25 SUN Fall convention – chorus prelims for 2021
 Cleveland International
Dec TBD Christmas Performance(s)

Congratulations to
Bourbon Brothers

2019 Sunshine District
Quartet Champions!

Matt Nelson, Matthew Boutwell
Christian Espinoza, Alex Kuen
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It’s been another amazing year for the Heralds of Harmony!

We had a great performance at our international contest in July, and recently experienced the thrill of singing the National 
Anthem at a Buccaneers football game.

But rather than focus on the successes of our chorus as a whole, we’d like to tell you about a different kind of success.

Here’s the story of one the young men who have recently joined our chorus, Donell Torres. Donell joined the Heralds 
a little over 2 years ago, after learning about Barbershop singing at Gaither High School and taking part in Harmony 
Explosion Camps in the Sunshine District. Over his time with the Heralds Donell has developed into a key part of our 
chorus, and now is a Bass Section Leader. He is enrolled in the USF Music program, studying to be a music educator, 
and has competed in a mixed quartet (2018 Sunshine District Mixed Quartet Champions). And at the last International 
Convention in Salt Lake City he was the youngest official “tagmaster” at the event, teaching tags to barbershoppers of 
all ages.

“The Heralds of Harmony is like a second family to me and when I was on the verge of being homeless, they provided 
me so much joy and hope. Being able to come every Monday and leave my baggage at the door to sing my heart out is 
an absolute blessing”. 
Donell Torres

That is the type of success story that we want to continue writing.

Over the last year or so we have added many young men under the age of 30, and are experiencing their successes and 
growth as members of the chorus. It’s no longer only about the singing, but also helping these young men grow, and 
building character. (And interestingly enough, the quality of our singing continues to get better every single week)

But we still have heavy expenses we have to meet. That’s why we started The “Friends of the Heralds” Program some 
years ago, to supplement our customary revenue sources from member dues, performance and show ticket sales, pro-
gram advertising and grants. We hope you will help support the Heralds of Harmony this year, and help us write more 
success stories like Donell’s.

Your donation is tax deductible, and any dollar amount helps us. We have the following levels of giving:

Presidential - $1,000 and up Platinum - $500 to $999 Gold - $250 to $499 
Silver - $100 to $249  Bronze - up to $99

Please see the next page that outlines the options for supporting the Heralds, including monthly support.

Thank you for your support. 
In Harmony,

The Heralds of Harmony 
Advertising Opportunity

If you own a small business you can advertise 
in our Christmas show program for as little as 
$75! Please email Dave dcross@dcross.com for 

all the details.
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Thanks to our Sponsors

Sponsored in part by 
the State of Florida, 

Department of State, 
Division of Cultural 

Affairs and the Florida 
Council on Arts and 

Culture.

TPepin’s Hospitality Centre
4121 N 50th St, Tampa, FL 33610

Come Visit Us!

Thank you for considering making a donation to the Friends of the Heralds. You can support us in several ways.

One time donations
By check: Please make your check payable to “Heralds of Harmony” and mail to this address: P.O. Box 274076 
Tampa, FL 33688-4076. Please include in the envelope a note indicating that this is a Friends of the Heralds do-
nation, along with your full name and address.

By Credit Card or PayPal: If you have a Paypal account, you can donate directly to our PayPal account.  Visit 
the Heralds of Harmony website at www.heraldsofharmony.org, scroll to the bottom of the page and click on the 
yellow “Donate” button. This will launch the PayPal website. You can donate using your PayPal account or with a 
debit or credit card. 

Monthly donations
You can set up a recurring monthly donation using Paypal. Visit the Heralds of Harmony website at 
www.heraldsofharmony.org, scroll to the bottom of the page and click on the yellow “Donate” button. This will 
launch the PayPal website. Enter the amount and check the “Make this a monthly donation” box. You can donate 
using your PayPal account or with a debit or credit card. 

You will receive a thank you letter documenting your donation. 
The Tampa Bay Heralds of Harmony is a 501c3 non-profit organization. 

General Seating: $25
Preferred Seating: $40

Students: $15

Order by Phone: (813) 530-5224 
Purchase Online:

https://hohchristmas2019.eventbrite.com
Tickets will be at Will Call

 Please call for Group discounts (20+ people)

Special Guests: Gaither High School Choir          One Voice Chorus from Haiti
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Visiting/Joining the Chorus Mike Cross 813-956-0377  mikecross3516@gmail.com
Booking the Chorus Greg Garvin 727-201-6523 ggarvin63@gmail.com
Public Relations Dave Cross 813-220-2904 dcross@dcross.com
Make a Contribution Bill Glasgow  hoht@tampabay.rr.com
Corporate Sponsorships Steve Polk 813-785-0274 spolk66@gmail.com
Newsletter Submissions Dave Cross 813-220-2904 dcross@dcross.com
General Inquiries  813-228-7730 

“Friends of the Heralds” (FOH) is a fund-raising program 
that is an important part of the Heralds yearly operating 
budget. Our mission is to preserve and further develop 
a cappella singing through musical excellence. FOH was 
established to help sustain Heralds of Harmony financial 
needs as we increase the number of singers on the risers 
and continue to improve our musical performance.

We are a non-profit organization supported by our perfor-
mance ticket sales, dues and grants. Under the direction of 
Tony De Rosa, we will continue to offer the best musical 
and entertainment experience for our audience. In 2019, 
we placed 8th in the world at the International Chorus 
Competition of the Barbershop Harmony Society.

Just as importantly, our chorus has seen a growth in youth 
members, bringing our total to more than 14 men under 
the age of 30.

Please see pages 3 and 4 for more 
details on supporting the Heralds 
through the Friends of the Heralds 
program.

We wish to thank the donors listed on this page for their 
generous contributions in 2018.

Current news about shows, guest nights and more can always be found at heraldsofharmony.org and our Facebook page: 
facebook.com/tampahoh/

PRESIDENTIAL
$1,000 AND UP

 Larry & Roxanne Clapp Tony & Jodi De Rosa
 Terry & Emily Garvin Richard & Susan Murbach
 Marty & Barbara Port Dave & Dianne Roberts
 Howland S. Russell, Jr. John & Kim Santamaria
 Bill & Carolyn Glasgow             Charlie & Cindy Barbarisi

PLATINUM
$500 TO $999

 Ralph & Chris Brown Patrick Lind
Eileen Sengstock

 
GOLD

$250 TO $499

 Dave & Marlene Cross Tamara Shumate Brown
 Dave & Bobbi Curtis Jacqueline Bridgman
 Bill & Linda Phipps Wayne & Celeste Brozovich
 Mark & Karen Tuttle Lou & Carol Wurmnest
 Drs. Gregory Garvin & Donna Garvin

SILVER
$100 TO $249

 Barbara & Ken Ongemach Dan & Marcia Deignan  
 Tammy Fowler Don & Dana Long
 Steve & Sheri Matheson Doug & Gayle McDonald
 

BRONZE
UP TO $99

 David & Nanci Larson James D. Leone
 Flora D. McClain PMcKay Kelly
 Bob & Sherry Markee

Donations were also received through
Thrivent Financial

Amazon Smile Program
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The Flexible Four
Chuck Steiner, Ralph Brown, Steve 

Matheson, and Russ Powell
Contact: Steve Matheson

(813) 963-3517 (H)
(813) 254-9115 (W)

http://flexiblefour.com

Back Street 4
Aaron Stratton
Joseph De Rosa
Brock Stratton
Tony De Rosa

Contact: Tony De Rosa 
advocals@me.com

Main Street
Mike McGee

Myron Whittlesey
Tony De Rosa

Roger Ross 
Roger Ross: rarchloe@gmail.com

www.MainStreetQT.com

Bourbon Brothers
Matt Nelson

Matthew Boutwell
Christian Espinoza

Alex Kuen
facebook.com/bourbonbrothersquartet

TBQ
Ed McKenzie
Dean Sellers
Frank Bovino
Bob Tucker 

The Exchange
Paul Carter

Byron Poore
Aaron Ledger
Donell Torres

2017 International Quartet Champions

2019 Sunshine Quartet Champions

UPSHOT!
Bruce Cokeroft

Dave Cross
Jack Slamka

Steve Culpepper

2019 Sunshine Senior Quartet Reps

Congratulations to the newest Sunshine District Champions:  Bourbon 
Brothers.  With first place finishes on both nights, Matt Nelson, Christian 
Espinoza, Alex Kuen and Matthew Boutwell turned in solid, crowd pleasing 
performances to take home the win.  

Just missing their own championship by a measly 7 points, Paul Carter and 
Donell Torres of The Exchange came in second in a hotly fought contest. 

Then there are Dave Cross and Bruce Cokeroft of Upshot!, who have won the 
right to represent Sunshine District at the Midwinter Convention in Jackson-
ville. 

With a super 6th place finish, and some silky smooth singing, TBQ also did 
very well. Great work Bob Tucker, Frank Bovino, Dean Sellers and Ed McKen-
zie.  

We were really proud of Stephen Goldman who did his first MC gig at this 
convention.  

We also had several performers in the Senior Chorus who scored a strong 
71.1 and won the right to represent the Sunshine District in the Senior Cho-
rus Competition in Jacksonville, with a real shot at the top honors in January.
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Chorus Retreat ....................................................................... June 8 - 10
International Contest ................................................................July 1 - 8

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS
The next Board Meeting is scheduled for November 19, 2019.

Minutes to Board Meetings are available to all members on the ‘Members Section’ of the website. Board Meetings are 
typically held online and open to all members. If you are interested in attending, you can obtain the link and sign-in 

information from Ralph Brown, rbbrown@tampabay.rr.com

QUALIFICATION STANDARDS 
Knowing words and notes on ALL current repertoire is the most basic

of musical commitments we make when joining the Heralds of Harmony.  

While we are cognizant that this is (at heart) an individual commitment, the entire Music Team has agreed to collective-
ly manage all to achieve a standard of being FULLY QUALIFIED on our current repertoire on a timely basis.

FULLY QUALIFIED DEFINITION: Every member of the Performing Chorus is expected to know 100% of notes and 
words on current repertoire (as well as any breath points assigned by Tony, or marked in the score) by the assigned 
“learn by date”.
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PRESIDENT 
Ralph Brown 
rbbrown@tampabay.rr.com

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT  
Howdy Russell 
howdyr@yahoo.com

TREASURER 
Bill Glasgow 
hoht@tampabay.rr.com

SECRETARY 
Gary Bivins
bivinsgm@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT - MUSIC & PERFORMANCE 
Charlie Nelson 
ccnandlfn@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT - EVENTS & CHORUS MANAGER
Chuck Steiner, III 
AL13champs@aol.com

VICE PRESIDENT - CHAPTER DEVELOPMENT 
Mike Cross 
mikecross3516@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT - MARKETING & PR 
Dave Cross
dcross@dcross.com

VICE PRESIDENT - FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
Steve Polk
spolk66@gmail.com

BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE (‘17) 
Danny Wunderlin
dwunderlin88@gmail.com

BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE (‘18)
Ed McKenzie
serendipity91@gmail.com

BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE (‘19)
Paul Carter
pp.carter@yahoo.com

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Tony De Rosa 
advocals@me.com

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 
Drew Kirkman • Jaketenor@yahoo.com

Tampa Chapter 2019 Officers 
and Board of Directors

SECTION LEADERS & GO-TO GUYS

Tenor Section  Leaders: Bruce Cokeroft cokersong@gmail.com

Lead Section Leaders: Andy Schrader andrew@schradermusic.com

 Christian Espinoza christian.espinoza84@gmail.com

 Alex Kuen alexander.kuen@gmail.com

Baritone Section Leaders: Charlie Nelson ccnandlfn@gmail.com

 Donell Torres donelltorres@yahoo.com

Bass Section Leaders: Stephen Goldman goldmans98@gmail.com

 Arne Helbig aphbroker@gmail.com

Performance: Ralph Brown rbbrown@tampabay.rr.com 

 Drew Kirkman jaketenor@yahoo.com

     Dave Cross dcross@dcross.com

 
 Mike Cross mikecross3516@gmail.com
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Need HoH information or assistance re:

Rehearsal Videos: Danny  Wunderlin dwunderlin88@gmail.com 727-459-8245

Music Librarian & FINALE
Music Software: Ed McKenzie serendipity91@gmail.com 727-505-2095

Uniform Coordinator: Matt Crisostomo musicbringslife2013@outlook.com  727-259-3058

Website Content:  Dave Roberts daver1103@aol.com 813-546-8953

Newsletter Editor: Dave Cross dcross@dcross.com 813-220-2904

Existing Member Info: Gary Bivins bivinsgm@gmail.com  513-205-7160    

Here’s a simple way to financially support the Heralds of Harmony, at no cost to you! If you shop on amazon.com 
you can sign up for the amazonsmile program, and designate the Heralds as your charity of choice. Then anytime you 
make a purchase on amazon, they make a donation to us! No cost to you, and a donation to us: win win!

To sign up, visit smile.amazon.com/ch/59-6173078 and sign in to your amazon account.

From now on, any amazon purchase you make will help the Heralds. 
Thanks in advance!!


