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Come visit us any Monday at 7pm
TPepin’s Hospitality Centre

4121 N 50th St, Tampa, FL 33610

Singing Valentines 2019
More photos on page 4
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You are receiving this newsletter because you signed up on our web site or at one of our shows. If you no longer wish to 
receive this newsletter, please let us know at dcross@dcross.com.

It’s a busy time for the Heralds! This 
month we started off the 2019 show 
schedule with a performance in the 
Villages, joining with Toast of Tampa for 
an audience of approximately 800 very 
appreciative patrons. 

The very next day, at our regular rehearsal, we kicked 
off our preparation for the Sunshine District contest in 
March. With the introduction of a new (and fun!) contest 
uptune, Tony and the music team are working hard to get 
us ready. We, as individual members, all need to step our 
game up, in the spirit of “continuous improvement”. It’s 
always a challenge to do things a bit differently, to change 
our habits, to incorporate all of the tools and techniques 
Tony gives us each week. But it’s definitely worth the 
effort.

On the membership side, we had lots of new faces with 
us on the risers for the show, which is AWESOME. With 
several guests every week, and some guys in the audition 
“pipeline”, we expect to have even more new members in 
the coming months. To help in that effort, Mike Cross and 
his membership team will host a guest night on March 11. 
More about that elsewhere in this edition.
 
Also this month - our Singing Valentines fund raiser. 
Thanks to Alexander Boltenko for all of his work putting 
it together. Always a fun time seeing the variety of re-
sponses from the recipients. (See page 4 for some photos)

Next month, shortly after we return from the district con-
vention, we’ll have another joint performance with Toast of 
Tampa in Palm Harbor on March 24. We are not planning 
to do an “Encore” show this year, so if you want to see the 
Heralds this spring, this would be a good show to attend. A 
link to purchase tickets is available on the HoH website.

Ralph Brown

2019
Mar 8-10 Spring District Convention — Orlando
Mar 11 Guest Night
Mar 24  Joint Performance with TOT — Palm Harbor UMC 
May (TBD)  TPepin or paid performance 
Jun 30-Jul 7  International Convention — Salt Lake City
Sep (TBD) Performance
Oct 25-27 Fall District Convention — not competing
Nov (TBD)  St Paul UMC Performance — Largo 
Dec (TBD) Christmas Shows — USF Tampa

(Some dates still to be confirmed)

Joe McCarthy Celebration of Life
Joe’s birthday is Wednesday, February 27th. A party was 
planned for this date to celebrate and reminisce his 80 years 
well-lived and ambitious life of travel and music. Joe loved 
singing with the Heralds of Harmony, one of his great loves. 
This gave him and his family great joy. Joe loved his many 
years flying with the USAF, PanAm and United, and renting 
aircraft for he and Kaye to jaunt cross-country. Joe also loved 
their many years sailing and living on their boat traveling the 
world, making friends and enjoying life.

Although Joe passed away on December 25th, this celebration 
will take place on this date (2/27/19) at their resident club-

house, Grande Verandahs on the Bay, 12077 Gandy Blvd., N., 
St. Petersburg, FL 33702. If you care to send cards, the Mc-
Carthy’s live in Unit #333. In lieu of flowers, the McCarthy’s 
suggest sending donations to the American Cancer Society or 
your favorite charity.

Kaye is asking for Heralds, alumni, and friends to come and 
enjoy the camaraderie and party in memory of Joe. Guests 
are asked to arrive 5:30-6:30 p.m. with an informal ceremony 
at 6:30 p.m., sharing memories and guest comments that are 
most welcome and encouraged. 

Car pooling is recommended.

mailto:dcross%40dcross.com?subject=Unsubscribe
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February 10 Show in The Villages

Have you liked our Facebook Page?

One of my very special “dream mo-
ments” came true today! I had the 
honor and privilege of sharing the 
stage with my awesome kids Sam, Katy 
Elisabeth Cragg, and Kirsten Cragg as 
we performed with the Toast of Tampa 
Show Chorus and the Heralds of Har-
mony! So satisfying! Kimberly Cragg 
brought a whole fan base to cheer 
for us and everything! Thanks Beth 
Bosserman Curts for the pics!
–Steve Cragg

photo by Dianne Roberts

https://www.facebook.com/tampahoh/
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Singing Valentines 2019
Thanks to the following singers who participated:

Ralph Brown
Ed McKenzie

Steve Matheson
Russ Powell
Paul Carter
Dave Cross
Mark Tuttle
Bill Glasgow

Joe Kane
Alexander Boltenko
Stephen Goldman

Donell Torres
Kyle Ojeda

Shawn Klein
Matt Howard
Jordan James

Dick Murbach

And a BIG thank you to Alexander Boltenko for running the Singing Valentine program!

SINGERS WANTED
The Heralds of  Harmony men’s chorus 
is seeking qualified vocal performers to 
fill limited openings as Tenors, Leads, 
Baritones, and Basses. What a better 
way to check us out than during our 
Guest Night on Monday, March 11at 
7:00 pm!

You’re welcome to come to this Guest 
Night, or to sing with us at our Monday 
rehearsals anytime! And who knows, 
this could be your first step in becom-
ing a performer with the Heralds family. 
You could become part of  Florida’s top 
male Barbershop chorus, and experi-
ence the satisfaction of  growing as a 
vocal performer week after week.



Tampa Herald 5

We are thrilled to have recently added 
some young members to our chorus. 
We now have 17 members under the 
age of 30 - seven of which are under 
the age of 21! For a traditionally older 
men’s hobby, these young men are a 
wonderful addition. But it does bring its 
challenges, in particular our participation in the International Barbershop Contest this summer in Salt Lake City. All of 
our young members want to attend but, since many are students, they will find it very difficult to cover the high cost of 

travel, hotel etc. So we are running a GoFundMe campaign as part of our 
fund-raising effort to help our young members join us on the contest stage 
in Salt Lake City. Long-time Barbershop singers agree that singing at an 
International Chorus Contest is an amazing experience, and that is why 
we are working so hard to raise money and would be so grateful for your 
financial assistance. Every little bit helps! Thank you for your support!

Just some of our Under-30 year old members

Click here to view the 
campaign and to make a 

contribution

Polk State Concert schedule

Seasons of Love Concert (March 10th) - Ensembles + Choirs, 
probably my favorite set lists of the term. Doors open at 2pm, 
showtime is 2:30pm

“Rock” Concert (April 27th) - Ensembles + Soloists, probably the 
most energetic and upbeat show.  Doors open at 6:30pm, show-
time is 7pm

Pop Hits Concert (April 28th) - Ensembles + Choirs, a catalogue 
of iconic classics. Doors open at 2pm, showtime is 2:30pm.

All events held at Polk State College Winter Haven Fine Arts The-
atre, Admission $7 (Free with Polk County/Polk State Student ID)

Three of our new young members also sing in 
choirs and vocal ensembles at Polk State College. 
Here is a list of their upcoming concerts.

One of our newest quartets, Cleftomaniacs, sang in front of the chorus 
before taking part in delivering Singing Valentines.
They will be competing at the Spring Contest in March.

https://www.gofundme.com/help-our-young-members-go-to-international-contest
https://www.gofundme.com/help-our-young-members-go-to-international-contest
https://www.gofundme.com/help-our-young-members-go-to-international-contest
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Visiting/Joining the Chorus Mike Cross 813-956-0377  mikecross3516@gmail.com
Booking the Chorus Dave Roberts 813-546-8953 daver1103@aol.com
Public Relations Dave Cross 813-220-2904 dcross@dcross.com
Make a Contribution Bill Glasgow  hoht@tampabay.rr.com
Corporate Sponsorships Steve Polk 813-785-0274 spolk66@gmail.com
Newsletter Submissions Dave Cross 813-220-2904 dcross@dcross.com
General Inquiries  813-228-7730 

“Friends of the Heralds” (FOH) is a fund-raising program 
that is an important part of the Heralds yearly operating 
budget. Our mission is to preserve and further develop 
a cappella singing through musical excellence. FOH was 
established to help sustain Heralds of Harmony financial 
needs as we increase the number of singers on the risers 
and continue to improve our musical performance.

We are a non-profit organization supported by our perfor-
mance ticket sales, dues and grants. Under the direction of 
Tony De Rosa, we will continue to offer the best musical 
and entertainment experience for our audience. In 2018, 
we placed 6th at the International Chorus Competition of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society, with our highest score 
ever.

Just as importantly, our chorus has seen a growth in youth 
members, bringing our total to more than 14 men under 
the age of 30.

The Heralds are poised to continue this significant growth 
and progression. FOH allows members, Alumni, as well as 
our friends, family and barbershop fans, to assist us on our 
musical journey and support our financial needs. If you 
would like to help in our endeavor with a tax-deductible 
contribution, please contact Ralph Brown at rbbrown@
tampabay.rr.com.

If you wish to write a check, please send to: Heralds of Har-
mony; Treasurer - Bill Glasgow; P. O. Box 274076; Tampa, 
Florida 33688-4076.

We wish to thank the donors listed on this page for their 
generous contributions in 2018.

Current news about shows, guest nights and more can always be found at heraldsofharmony.org and our Facebook page: 
facebook.com/tampahoh/

PRESIDENTIAL
$1,000 AND UP

 Larry & Roxanne Clapp Tony & Jodi De Rosa
 Terry & Emily Garvin Richard & Susan Murbach
 Marty & Barbara Port Dave & Dianne Roberts
 Howland S. Russell, Jr. John & Kim Santamaria
 Bill & Carolyn Glasgow             Charlie & Cindy Barbarisi

PLATINUM
$500 TO $999

 Ralph & Chris Brown Patrick Lind
Eileen Sengstock

 
GOLD

$250 TO $499

 Dave & Marlene Cross Tamara Shumate Brown
 Dave & Bobbi Curtis Jacqueline Bridgman
 Bill & Linda Phipps Wayne & Celeste Brozovich
 Mark & Karen Tuttle Lou & Carol Wurmnest
 Drs. Gregory Garvin & Donna Garvin

SILVER
$100 TO $249

 Barbara & Ken Ongemach Dan & Marcia Deignan  
 Tammy Fowler Don & Dana Long
 Steve & Sheri Matheson Doug & Gayle McDonald
 

BRONZE
UP TO $99

 David & Nanci Larson James D. Leone
 Flora D. McClain PMcKay Kelly
 Bob & Sherry Markee

Donations were also received through
Thrivent Financial

Amazon Smile Program

mailto:mikecross3516%40gmail.com?subject=
http://heraldsofharmony.org
http://facebook.com/tampahoh
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The Flexible Four
Chuck Steiner, Ralph Brown, Steve 

Matheson, and Russ Powell
Contact: Steve Matheson

(813) 963-3517 (H)
(813) 254-9115 (W)

http://flexiblefour.com

Back Street 4
Aaron Stratton
Joseph De Rosa
Brock Stratton
Tony De Rosa

Contact: Tony De Rosa 
advocals@me.com

Main Street
Mike McGee

Myron Whittlesey
Tony De Rosa

Roger Ross 
Mike McGee the5thwhl@gmail.com

www.MainStreetQT.com

Easy Street
Paul Carter
Dave Cross
Bryan Hevel

Charlie Nelson

easystquartet.com

Bourbon Brothers
Matt Nelson

Matthew Boutwell
Christian Espinoza

Alex Kuen
facebook.com/bourbonbrothersquartet

TBQ
Ed McKenzie
Dean Sellers
Frank Bovino

Joe Kane

2017 International Quartet Champions

Thanks to our Sponsors

Sponsored in part by 
the State of Florida, 

Department of State, 
Division of Cultural 

Affairs and the Florida 
Council on Arts and 

Culture.

TPepin’s Hospitality Centre
4121 N 50th St, Tampa, FL 33610

Come Visit Us!

The Heralds are encouraging more members to sing in quartets and enter upcoming contests, and its working! There 
are 5 chapter quartets in the upcoming Spring Contest, 3 of which have been formed specifically for this contest. Stay 
tuned for more details in next month’s newsletter.
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Chorus Retreat ....................................................................... June 8 - 10
International Contest ................................................................July 1 - 8

Alexander Boltenko .... Feb 18
John Plotts .................... Feb 18
Max Byrton ................... Feb 22
Dick Murbach .............. Feb 23
Ed McKenzie ................ Feb 27

Aaron Clay ..................... Mar 3
Jordan James .................. Mar 4
Mike Voukon ................. Mar 7

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS
The next Board Meeting is scheduled for March 12, 2019, at 7 p.m.

Minutes to Board Meetings are available to all members on the ‘Members Section’ of the website. Board Meetings are 
typically held online and open to all members. If you are interested in attending, you can obtain the link and sign-in 

information from Ralph Brown, rbbrown@tampabay.rr.com

LEARN BY DATE: 
“Shakin’ the Blues Away”

February 25, 2019.

QUALIFICATION STANDARDS 
Knowing words and notes on ALL current repertoire is the most basic

of musical commitments we make when joining the Heralds of Harmony.  

While we are cognizant that this is (at heart) an individual commitment, the entire Music Team has agreed to collective-
ly manage all to achieve a standard of being FULLY QUALIFIED on our current repertoire on a timely basis.

FULLY QUALIFIED DEFINITION: Every member of the Performing Chorus is expected to know 100% of notes and 
words on current repertoire (as well as any breath points assigned by Tony, or marked in the score) by the assigned 
“learn by date”.
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PRESIDENT 
Ralph Brown 
rbbrown@tampabay.rr.com

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT  
Howdy Russell 
howdyr@yahoo.com

TREASURER 
Bill Glasgow 
hoht@tampabay.rr.com

SECRETARY 
Gary Bivins
bivinsgm@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT - MUSIC & PERFORMANCE 
Charlie Nelson 
ccnandlfn@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT - EVENTS & CHORUS MANAGER
Chuck Steiner, III 
AL13champs@aol.com

VICE PRESIDENT - CHAPTER DEVELOPMENT 
Mike Cross 
mikecross3516@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT - MARKETING & PR 
Dave Cross
dcross@dcross.com

VICE PRESIDENT - FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
Steve Polk
spolk66@gmail.com

BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE (‘17) 
Danny Wunderlin
dwunderlin88@gmail.com

BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE (‘18)
Ed McKenzie
serendipity91@gmail.com

BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE (‘19)
Paul Carter
pp.carter@yahoo.com

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Tony De Rosa 
advocals@me.com

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 
Drew Kirkman • Jaketenor@yahoo.com

Tampa Chapter 2019 Officers 
and Board of Directors

SECTION LEADERS & GO-TO GUYS

Tenor Section  Leaders: Matt Crisostomo musicbringslife2013@outlook.com

 Bruce Cokeroft cokersong@gmail.com

Lead Section Leaders: Andy Schrader andrew@schradermusic.com

 Christian Espinoza christian.espinoza84@gmail.com

 Alex Kuen alexander.kuen@gmail.com

Baritone Section Leaders: Charlie Nelson ccnandlfn@gmail.com

 David Mills proclamation56@gmail.com

Bass Section Leaders: Donell Torres donelltorres@yahoo.com

 Stephen Goldman goldmans98@gmail.com

 Arne Helbig aphbroker@gmail.com

Performance: Ralph Brown rbbrown@tampabay.rr.com 

 Drew Kirkman jaketenor@yahoo.com

 Dave Cross dcross@dcross.com
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Need HoH information or assistance re:

Rehearsal Videos: Danny  Wunderlin dwunderlin88@gmail.com 727-459-8245

Music Librarian & FINALE
Music Software: Ed McKenzie serendipity91@gmail.com 727-505-2095

Uniform Coordinator: Matt Crisostomo musicbringslife2013@outlook.com  727-259-3058

Website Content:  Dave Roberts daver1103@aol.com 813-546-8953

Newsletter Editor: Dave Cross dcross@dcross.com 813-220-2904

Existing Member Info: Gary Bivins bivinsgm@gmail.com     

Here’s a simple way to financially support the Heralds of Harmony, at no cost to you! If you shop on amazon.com 
you can sign up for the amazonsmile program, and designate the Heralds as your charity of choice. Then anytime you 
make a purchase on amazon, they make a donation to us! No cost to you, and a donation to us: win win!

To sign up, visit smile.amazon.com/ch/59-6173078 and sign in to your amazon account.

From now on, any amazon purchase you make will help the Heralds. 
Thanks in advance!!

mailto:dwunderlin88%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:serendipity91%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:musicbringslife2013%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:daver1103%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:dcross%40dcross.com?subject=
bivinsgm@gmail.com

